
In Honor of Professor Alfred Price: 
His Legacy for Urban Planning Practice and Education



Tonight’s Program

6:15 PM

6:17 PM

6:22 PM

W e l c o m e  |  D e a n  J u l i a  C z e r n i a k

R e f l e c t i o n s  |  S a m i n a  R a j a

A l u m n i  T r i b u t e s

• J a m e s  M o r r e l l
• E n j o l i  H a l l
• E v e  H o l b e r g
• D a l e  W h i t e

6:40 PM

6:45 PM

O p e n  M i c  S e s s i o n

R e f l e c t i o n s  |  R o b e r t  S h i b l e y

6:55 PM R e m a r k s  f r o m  F a m i l y  |  B a r b a r a  P r i c e

7:00 PM R e c e p t i o n

6:00 PM R e g i s t r a t i o n  &  A s s e m b l y



“During my undergraduate years at UB, Al stood out as one of 
my mo s t c he ris he d  p ro fe s s o rs . In No rto n Ha ll, I had  the  
p rivile ge  o f taking  City Planning . His  ab ility to  e luc ida te  the  
his to ry and  c o nc e p ts  s urro und ing  urban lands c ape s  was  truly 
re markab le . The  c la rity and  e ngage me nt he  b ro ught to  the  
s ub je c t le ft an inde lib le  mark o n my unde rs tand ing .

The  ins ights  Al s ha re d  abo ut why humans  s e ttle , c o ns truc t, 
and  nurture  a  c ity trans c e nd  the  c o nfine s  o f the  c las s ro o m. 
As  I trave l to  d iffe re nt c itie s , I find  the  fo unda tio ns  he  ins tille d  
in me  pe rs is t in s hap ing  my pe rs pe c tive , e ve n in a re as  whe re  
my kno wle dge  may be  limite d . 

I wo uld  a lways  lo ve  tha t he  wo uld  take  the  time  to  c ha t a s  o ur 
pa ths  c ro s s e d  o ve r the  la s t 2 0  ye a rs . He  was  a  ve ry s pe c ia l 
man.”                                                                 

~ Do ug la s  Le ve re  |  Alum nus  
& UB s ta ff m e m b e r

CHERISHED 
PROFESSOR



CAPTIVATING 
COMMUNICATOR

I've never known a more compelling 
p ro fe s s o r in a  le c ture  c la s s  s e tting . It was  
truly a  tre a t wa lking  into  his  c la s s  e ac h d ay. 
W ith re ga rd  to  how s uc c e s s fully one  c an 
c ommunic a te  in o rde r to  te ac h o the rs , he 's  
a  p rime  e xample .

Thank you fo r be ing  an ins p ira tion, Al Pric e !

~Eric  Cha m b e rs  |  Alum nus



INFLUENTIAL 
DESIGN THINKER

“Al Price was one of my favorite 
pro fe s s o rs  in 19 77-19 78 .  He  was  a  
g re a t and  c re a tive  te ac he r in the  
e nvironme nta l de s ign p rog ram.  I 
have  us e d  his  app roac h to  p lanning  
and  de s ign as  a  too l to  app roac h 
c omple x le ga l c as e s  during  my 
le ga l/ litiga tion c a re e r.”       

~ Re e d  Ke llne r |  Alum nus



SUPPORTIVE 
ADVISOR

“Al was one of my favorite 
pro fe s s o rs  whe n I a tte nde d  UB in 
the  la te  8 0 's . He  was  a ls o  my the s is  
advis o r. He  was  s mart, a rtic ula te , 
kind , and  ins p ira tiona l. He  was  a ls o  a  
frie nd ! I will ne ve r fo rge t how he  
a ffirme d  my pas s ion fo r p lanning , 
whic h I c a rry with me  to  this  day.”

~Ma rk Ge is e  |  Alum nus



INSPIRATIONAL 
EDUCATOR

“I still tell people the story of Professor Price 
g iving  a  le c ture  abo ut c ave me n and  find ing  the  
s e as o ning  pe ppe r fo r the  firs t time . Ho w 
inc re d ib le  it mus t have  be e n and  ho w tas ty it was . 
Ho w the y p ro bab ly put it o n e ve ry s ing le  thing  
the y a te  be c aus e  "my go d" (he 'd  animate ) "it's  
de lic io us ". Of c o urs e , language  hadn't be e n 
de ve lo pe d  ye t but Pro fe s s o r Pric e  had  a  way o f 
p lac ing  yo u e xac tly in his  s to rie s  and  in the  
mo me nt in time  he  was  de s c rib ing . I g radua te d  in 
2 0 15 , and  I've  live d  in Co lo rado  fo r o ve r 8  ye a rs  
s inc e  and  I s till re me mbe r tha t le c ture  as  c le a r a s  
day. The  impac t he  had  is  imme as urab le . It has  
ins p ire d  me  o ve r the  ye a rs  to  ke e p  le a rning  and  
a lways  to  s tay c urio us . Thank yo u, Pro fe s s o r 
Pric e , may yo u re s t in pe ac e .”                                        

~ Kyle  Vlie t  |  Alum nus



COMPASSIONATE 
FRIEND

Several good friends had the privilege of  sharing membership 
with Al in a  lo c a l lite ra ry o rganiza tio n, whic h me e ts  o n the  
s e c o nd  Mo nday o f the  mo nth. Fo r many ye ars , Al was  o ur 
dutiful Se c re ta ry and  p ro vide d  us  his  be autifully writte n 
minute s . His  g rac e , humo r, lo ya lty to  us  and  his  a lways  
de pe ndab le  s e rvic e  e nric he d  o ur bo dy. He  c o ngra tula te d  o ur 
e ffo rts , nudge d  tho s e  who  we re  abs e nt to  be  mo re  a tte ntive   
and  ge ntly re minde d  us  o f o ur s ha re d  purpo s e . At the  e nd  o f 
e ac h me e ting  , he  wo uld  invite  us  a ll to  " the  s ide  bo ard" 
whe re  we  s hare d  s imple  fo o d  and  d rink. Al Pric e  was  a  
ge ntle man and  s pe c ia l frie nd  inde e d . W he n I lo s t my wife  to  
c anc e r, he  was  the re  to  he lp  me . W he n his  wife  s po ke  
be autifully o n his  be ha lf a t the  His to ry Mus e um afte r his  
po s thumo us  re c e ip t o f the  p re s tig io us  Re d  Jac ke t Award , I 
was  happy to  s e e  my frie nd  s o  p ro pe rly ho no re d  by this  
c o mmunity. " Do  wha t thy manho o d  b ids  the e  do . Fro m no ne  
but s e lf e xpe c t app laus e . He  no b le s t live s  and  is  re me mbe re d  
who  ke e ps  his  s e lf-made  laws ." Tha t was  Al. Fo nd ly and  with 
ab id ing  re s pe c t! 

~ Ja c k W a ls h  |  Co m m unity m e m b e r



“Dr. Price was quite simply my favorite college professor. I 
c o uld  te ll fro m the  mo me nt I me t him tha t he  was  a  "me ns c h". 
He  tre a te d  me  with s uc h re s pe c t and  pe rs o na l inte re s t. W e  
had  s uc h amazing  d is c us s io ns  and  e njo ye d  e ac h o the r's  
c o mpany. He  tre a te d  his  p lanning  s tude nts  a s  e qua ls . He  was  
a  g re a t p ro fe s s o r and  a  wo nde rful human be ing . He  is  g re a tly 
mis s e d .”

~ Be nja m in Ge m b le r |  Alum nus

FAVORITE PROFESSOR



A TRUE FRIEND
“Among his many gifts, he had 
the  g ift o f frie nds hip . He  had  the  
ab ility to  s e e  the  be s t in o the rs . 
W e  we re  frie nds  a t Princ e to n 
whe n we  we re  s tude nts .”       

~Dia ne  S he rm a n |  Frie nd  fro m  Princ e to n 
Unive rs ity



“Al Price once told me, "Find your lens, the frame through 
whic h yo u s e e  e ve rything ." Tha t is  why I purs ue d  a  Ph.D. 
and  am no w a  p ro fe s s o r. 

Al was  a  me nto r to  me . He  pe rs o na lly advo c a te d  fo r my 
ac c e p tanc e  and  fund ing  to  the  M.U.P. p ro g ram a t UB, and  
guide d  me  whe n I was  his  TA fo r Glo ba l Civiliza tio ns . He  
s e rve d  a s  my the s is  advis o r e ve n tho ugh the  to p ic  was  
no t within his  s pe c ia lty, and  a s s is te d  me  in ge tting  into  
Co rne ll fo r my Ph.D. W atc hing  him le c ture  in a  la rge  
aud ito rium fo r Glo ba l Civiliza tio ns  taught me  s o  muc h 
abo ut e nthus ia s tic  te ac hing , a  le s s o n I am s till le a rning  to  
app ly to  END 12 0  no w tha t I le c ture  in tha t s ame  ro o m 
mys e lf.”

~ Annie  S c he nta g  |  Alum na  & 
Fa c ulty Me m b e r

DEDICATED 
MENTOR



LOYAL FRIEND
“A great man, a good friend, 
a  lo ya l c o -c o ns p ira to r, and  a  
fun go lf pa rtne r.”   

~ Ric ha rd  T. Re inha rd  |  Alum nus



“Al Price was the ultimate blend of intelligence, wisdom, and spiritual strength, 
and  he  mixe d  humility into  a ll thre e  fac e ts  during  my frie nds hip  with him. A 
vo rac io us  re ade r ac ro s s  a ll s ub je c ts , with a  pho to graphic  me mo ry, Al was  the  
go -to  guy fo r a  va rie ty o f to p ic s  o n o ur we e kly s o jo urns  to  W NY go lf c o urs e s  
and  be yo nd . He  ne ve r me t a  to p ic  he  d idn't like  o r kno w. Be ing  a  lo ng-time  
de le ga te  and  c o mmitte e  me mbe r fro m W NY to  the  Na tio na l Ep is c o pa l Churc h, 
I o fte n c a lle d  o n Al fo r info rmatio n and  advic e  o n a ll things  c hurc h- bo th o n the  
d io c e s an and  na tio na l le ve ls . W hat he  d id  no t kno w, he  c o uld  re trie ve  
info rmatio n fro m his  wife  Barbara , who  was  a ls o  tie d  into  do ings  a t bo th le ve ls . 
As  an Arc hde ac o n, I o fte n re lie d  o n his  wis do m. He  a ls o  had  o ne  o f the  
s tro nge s t fa iths  I have  e nc o unte re d  - pure  and  humble . He  ins p ire d  many 
paris hio ne rs  by s e rving  o n the  a lta r, s ing ing , o r re ad ing  s c rip ture  - e xpe rtly in a ll 
c as e s . His  fa ith was  e s pe c ia lly o n d is p lay o nc e  he  was  d iagno s e d  with c anc e r. 
He  e xe mplifie d , c la s s , s tre ng th, and  inte g rity with the  d is e as e , and  s e rve d  as  
an e nc o urag ing  e xample  fo r a ll. Al made  e ve ryo ne  a ro und  him be tte r-
s p iritua lly, mo re  info rme d , and  s marte r. He  was  a  go o d  frie nd .”

~ Re v. Tho m a s  Trip p  

INTELLECTUALLY 
PROFOUND



“Al Price was amongst a handful of professors and scholars who 
c o uld  le ad  his  s tud e nts  to  c o nne c t to  the  to p ic s  b e ing  p re s e nte d . 
His  e xte ns ive  kno wle d ge  and  e xp e rie nc e , his  c harac te r, and  his  
a ttitud e  to ward s  le a rning  was  ke y in e xp and ing  s o  many mind s , 
jo ining  p e o p le  to ge the r, and  b uild ing  s o me thing  tha t trans c e nd e d  
mo re  than jus t him and  the  unive rs ity.

I had  Al Pric e  as  a  p ro fe s s o r fo r an und e rg rad ua te  urb an p lanning  
c o urs e . He  was  a lways  ab le  to  make  q uic k wo rk o f re s o lving  
mo me nts  o f c o nfus io n fo r s tud e nts  who  d id n't und e rs tand  a  p o int 
and  us e d  humo r to  ke e p  the  s tud e nts  e nte rta ine d . He  was  a  
p ro fe s s o r who  had  a  majo r imp ac t o n ho w I vie w o ur c itie s , 
s o c ie ty, and  c ulture . He  will b e  mis s e d .”

~ Ja m e s  Fa rro w  |  Alum nus  

BELOVED MENTOR



MOTIVATING 
EDUCATOR

“Fond memories of class 
with Dr. Pric e ! Always  
c ha lle nge d !”

~ Luc y Co o k |  Alum na



BEACON OF 
INSPIRATION

“It is with a heavy heart that I share my testimonial for the late Professor Al 
Pric e , who  p laye d  a  p ivo ta l ro le  in s hap ing  no t only my ac ade mic  journe y but 
a ls o  the  ve ry e s s e nc e  o f my p ro fe s s iona l e nde avo rs .

Pro fe s s o r Pric e  was  more  than jus t an e duc a to r; he  was  a  be ac on o f ins p ira tion.

Charis ma , e ngage me nt, and  c ha lle nge  we re  the  p illa rs  o f Pro fe s s o r Pric e 's  
te ac hing . His  c la s s e s  we re  no t jus t about abs o rb ing  info rma tion; the y we re  an 
imme rs ive  e xpe rie nc e  tha t le ft an inde lib le  mark on the  way I pe rc e ive d  the  
world  a round  me . He  had  a  unique  ab ility to  make  the  c omple xitie s  o f urban 
p lanning  c ome  a live , pa inting  vivid  p ic ture s  with words  tha t linge re d  long  a fte r 
the  le c ture  ha lls  e mp tie d .

The  lo s s  o f Pro fe s s o r Pric e  is  a  p ro found  one , a s  it c ome s  with the  re a liza tion 
tha t the  world  has  b id  fa re we ll to  an e xc e p tiona lly knowle dge ab le  and  ins ightful 
mind . His  te ac hings  we re  no t c onfine d  to  te xtbooks  and  le c ture s ; the y 
trans c e nde d  the  ac ade mic  re a lm, le aving  an e nduring  impac t on the  way I 
app roac h my work e ve n now, 14 -15  ye a rs  la te r.

Pro fe s s o r Al Pric e 's  le gac y will re ma in a live , though he  may be  gone , his  impac t 
re ve rbe ra te s  in e ve ry s tude nt and  a lumnus .

~ Ma rc o  Ort iz  |  Alum nus



ESTEEMED 
PROFESSOR

“One of my favorite professors. I 
took thre e  o f his  c ours e s , and  I 
s till have  a ll the  books , no te s  and  
p rintouts  from the m. I'm now a  
p lanne r with the  Town o f Is lip  and  
I re fe r to  the  c ours e  mate ria l 
re gula rly.”

~ Ro b e rt  D. Ha ye s  |  Alum nus



A TEACHING 
INSPIRATION

“I was an English teacher at Bennett High 
Sc ho o l, and  he  was  an e xc e p tio na l s tude nt, 
whic h wo uld  be  no  s urp ris e . Al be c ame  a  
go o d  frie nd  thro ugh the  ye a rs , and  his  
s uc c e s s  in his  life  was  a  c o ntinua tio n o f o ne  
amazing  ge ntle man – e duc a to r, fa the r, 
hus band , and  an ins p ira tio n to  mo re  than we  
will e ve r kno w. This  was  the  s c ho o l he  lo ve d .”

~ Pa m e la  Rya n Ja c o b s  |  
Alum na  & S UNY Trus te e



COMMUNITY 
VISIONARY

“Professor Price laid the foundations for me to understand 
the  me aning  o f c o mmunity. A c o mmunity is  a  p lac e  tha t 
s uppo rts  o ne  ano the r and  builds  upo n its  s tre ng ths  fo r the  
c o mmo n go o d . He  was  a  vis io na ry in a  time  whe n c itie s  
we re  be ing  abando ne d  and  urban s p rawl was  rampant. He  
be lie ve d  tha t urban s pac e s  s ho uld  be  mo re  de s irab le  and  
a re  muc h mo re  e ffic ie nt than rura l a re as . He  truly made  a  
g re a t impac t o n many pe o p le  ins ide  and  o uts ide  the  
c la s s ro o m. I g radua te d  fro m UB o ve r 3 0  ye a rs  ago  but he  
is  the  o ne  tha t had  the  la rge s t impac t o n my c a re e r a s  a  
To wn Planning  Dire c to r.

~ Pe te r Ha ns  |  Alum nus



GUIDING 
INFLUENCE

“What a wonderful professor and mentor Al was.  
I tho roughly e njoye d  his  te ac hing  s tyle  and  de me anor.

I re c a ll a  b rie f inte rac tion on the  s te ps  o f Haye s  Ha ll jus t 
be fo re  g radua tion...

I a s ke d : "Al, e ve n though I've  c omple te d  a ll o f my 
c las s e s  in the  p rog ram...I'd  s till like  to  know 'W hat IS 
Urban Planning?"

He  s mile d  and  re p lie d , "You'll ge t a  job  and  figure  it out 
yours e lf."  (In the  frie nd lie s t o f ways ).

Tha t I d id  and  it's  be e n a  wonde rful journe y s inc e .  
Thanks , Al, fo r e ve rything  you d id  fo r Buffa lo , fo r the  
p ro fe s s ion, and  fo r me  pe rs ona lly!”

~ Da ve  Ge na wa y |  Alumnus



CHERISHED 
COLLEAGUE

“I knew Al for a long time. I took his Financing 
Urban De ve lopme nt c las s  a s  a  g radua te  
s tude nt bac k in 19 9 3 . He  was  a  g re a t le c ture r 
and  made  the  c las s  inte re s ting  and  a  lo t o f 
fun. Ye ars  la te r, I was  ab le  to  work a longs ide  
him as  a  c o lle ague  whe n I jo ine d  the  Ce nte r 
fo r Urban Stud ie s  in 2 0 0 0 . I a ls o  ne e d  to  
highlight the  De partme nt o f Urban and  
Re g iona l Planning  go lf tourname nt he  
o rganize d  fo r the  s c hoo l e ve ry ye a r!  Gre a t 
time s ...and  I ac tua lly wo n it onc e ! Re s t in 
pe ac e , Al.”       

~ Je ff Kuja wa  |  Fa c ulty/ s ta ff



ESTEEMED 
INSTRUCTOR

“I took Intro to Urban Planning with Professor 
Pric e  in the  e a rly 19 9 0 's . His  knowle dge , 
pas s ion and  pe e rle s s  o ra to ry s kills  he ld  the  rap t 
a tte ntion o f rows  o f s tude nts  in Moo t Court on 
No rth Campus  - and  made  a  la s ting  imp re s s ion 
on me . Pro fe s s o r Pric e 's  la s t le c ture  o f the  
s e me s te r was  me t with a  s tand ing  o va tion o f 
de e p  app re c ia tion. To  be  a  pa rt o f tha t mome nt 
was  e ne rg izing  and  I kne w the n tha t it 
c onne c te d  me  to  a ll o f his  ins p ire d  s tude nts  --
tho s e  who  c ame  be fo re  me  and  thos e  tha t 
would  fo llow.”

~ De nis e  Juro n-Bo rg e s e  |  Alum na



IMPACTFUL GUIDE
“Professor Price was one of the most 
influe ntia l e duc a to rs  I have  e ve r me t. His  
ta le nt, love  fo r the  c ommunity, and  
de d ic a tion to  his  c hurc h s tood  out mos t. 
But above  a ll, he  was  an amazing  te ac he r. 
I le a rne d  s o  muc h from him p rac tic a lly. He  
ac tua lly made  us  do  p ro  fo rmas  BY HAND 
to  e ns ure  our unde rs tand ing  o f the  s ub je c t 
ma tte r.”

~ Antho ny Va llo ne  |  Alum nus



These featured tributes can be viewed at:

archplan.buffalo.edu/al-price-legacy
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